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AusVELS: Level 2
Historical Knowledge and Understanding – The past in the present (ACHHK044, ACHHK045)
Historical Skills – Historical questions and research (ACHHS049)

Before we go
•	 Ask students if they know any places or 

people of historical interest in the local 
area. List and discuss suggestions.

•	 Ask students to form groups to 
research and identify local historical 
places, landmarks, sites or people 
of local historical interest using a 
variety of resources (e.g. a local 
council website, historical society 
website, newspaper, local information 
brochures, reference books).

•	 Groups record their information 
and share with the class. Use this 
information to create a class local 
history reference list.

•	 Students use local maps, a street directory 
or online maps to locate the local historical 
landmarks from the reference list. 

•	 Explain to students that they will be 
going for a walk to visit one of the 
landmarks, for further research. Ask the 
class to decide which landmark they will 
walk to. Prepare and print a map of the 
route the class will take.

•	 Discuss use of the A place in history 
chart (p.3), which students will use on 
the walk to record information about 
the landmark.

•	 Explain to students that they need to 
closely observe features of the route 
so that later they can create a map of 
the walk. 

•	 Teacher note: Take a camera to 
photograph the landmark and key 
features on the route.
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Out and about
•	 As you walk, encourage students to 

observe interesting features of the 
walking route and record them on 
the printed map.  

•	 At the historical landmark, students 
observe and discuss its key features. 
Ask students to think of a question 

about the landmark that they would 
like to answer (e.g. ‘How was it built 
or created?’, ‘What is the reason for 
its location?’). Discuss with students 
why they think the site has heritage 
significance or cultural value for 
present generations. 

•	 Using the A place in history chart, 
students sketch the landmark and 
record key information from signs, 
plaques and monuments.
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Key learning outcomes
Students will be able to:
•	 use a range of sources to identify and list the people  

and places of local historical interest 

Suggested time
Before we go: 60 minutes
Walk: 45 minutes
When we get back: 60 minutes

•	 suggest reasons for the location of a local landmark 

•	 use a range of sources to investigate the history of a chosen person,  
building, site or landmark in the local community 

•	 discuss why a particular site has heritage significance or  
cultural value for present generations

•	 identify and design a local historical tour of a site
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When we get back
•	 Students use information from their 

A place in history chart to produce a 
class list of key information about the 
landmark.

•	 Individually, or in small groups, 
students create a brochure or poster 
for a local historical tour of the 

landmark, using information from their 
chart and the class list.  

•	 As a class, discuss the route students 
walked to get to the landmark. Review 
the key features of the route that 
students identified on the printed map 
while walking. 

•	 As a class, plan a walking map, 
for use by the school or community, 
that shows the route to the historical 
landmark and identifies the landmark 
and walking route’s key features. Create 
the map online using Walking Maps. 
For guidance, refer to the Teacher’s 
guide to Walking Maps.  

Suggested assessment
Assess student’s ability to:

•	 use a range of sources to identify and investigate people and 
places of historical interest

•	 discuss heritage significance and cultural value for present 
generations of historical sites

•	 design a local historical tour of a site

Further connections  
Students and their families could: 

•	 ask local community members about historical sites or notable 
local people of interest

•	 discuss family links to historical sites and local people of interest
•	 walk in the local area and identify other local sites or places of 

significant interest 
•	 complete a Smart Steps: for Families – Activity Sheet at home

Useful links
Walking Maps
www.walkingmaps.com.au
Local historical societies
www.historyvictoria.org.au/

Resources
•	 local newspapers, local information brochures and 

history reference books 

•	 map of local area or street directory

•	 A place in history chart (p.3) (one per student)

•	 digital camera or smart phone (optional)

•	 drawing paper

•	 coloured pencils

•	 computer 

•	 local historian, long-time resident, person from the 
local information centre or council staff – invite them to 
talk to the class about local historical sites, landmarks, 
places of significance or a local person of historical 
interest (optional)

AusVELS Level 2
Strand Sub-strand Elaboration

Historical 
Knowledge and 
Understanding

The past in the present 
The history of a significant person, 
building, site or part of the natural 
environment in the local community 
and what it reveals about the past 
(ACHHK044)

•	 using the internet, newspapers, community information guides and local 
knowledge to identify and list the people and places promoted as being of 
historic interest in the local community

•	 suggesting reasons for the location of a local landmark before searching for 
resources that provide an explanation

•	 investigating the history of a chosen person, building, site or landmark in 
the local community using sources (for example books, newspapers, oral 
histories, audio visual material, digital sources, letters, photographs) and 
relating a story which these reveal about the past

The importance today of an historical 
site of cultural or spiritual significance 
for example, a community building, a 
landmark, a war memorial (ACHHK045)

•	 discussing why a particular site has heritage significance/cultural value for 
present generations (for example it provides a record of a significant historical 
event, has aesthetic value, reflects the community’s identity)

•	 identifying and designing a local historical tour of a site (for example one 
related to a particular cultural group)

Historical Skills Historical questions and research
Pose questions about the past using 
sources provided (ACHHS049)

•	 developing inquiry questions about a site (for example ‘What does it look like 
now?’ ‘What condition is it in?’ ‘How might its use have changed?’ ‘What was 
its purpose?’ ‘How was it built/created?’ ‘How was it paid for?’ ‘What is its use 
and importance in the present?’)

www.walkingmaps.com.au
http://www.victoriawalks.org.au/Assets/Files/6287%20VWI%20Primary%20Teachers%20Guide%20to%20Walking%20Maps%20LORES.pdf
http://www.victoriawalks.org.au/Assets/Files/6287%20VWI%20Primary%20Teachers%20Guide%20to%20Walking%20Maps%20LORES.pdf
www.victoriawalks.org.au/smartsteps/families/activitysheets
www.walkingmaps.com.au
www.historyvictoria.org.au/
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Name:

Draw what it looks like.

Draw and write about the local place with a special history.

Write about it.

A place in history


